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Excerpted from a June 5 Wall Street Journal op-ed by Steven F. Hayward, senior resident scholar at the Institute of 
Governmental Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. 


No, I'm not saying the climate will not change in the future, or that human influence on the climate is negligible. | 
mean simply that climate change is no longer a preeminent policy issue. All that remains is boilerplate rhetoric from 
the political class, frivolous nuisance lawsuits, and bureaucratic mandates on behalf of special-interest renewable- 
energy rent seekers. 


Judged by deeds rather than words, most national governments are backing away from forced-marched 
decarbonization. You can date the arc of climate change as a policy priority from 1988, when highly publicized 
congressional hearings first elevated the issue, to 2018. President Trump's ostentatious withdrawal from the Paris 
Agreement merely ratified a trend long becoming evident. 


A good indicator of why climate change as an issue is over can be found early in the text of the Paris Agreement. 
The "nonbinding" pact declares that climate action must include concern for "gender equality, empowerment of 
women, and intergenerational equity" as well as "the importance for some of the concept of ‘climate justice." 
Another is Sarah Myhre's address at the most recent meeting of the American Geophysical Union, in which she 
proclaimed that climate change cannot fully be addressed without also grappling with the misogyny and social 
injustice that have perpetuated the problem for decades. 


The descent of climate change into the abyss of social-justice identity politics represents the last gasp of a cause 
that has lost its vitality. Climate alarm is like a car alarm - a blaring noise people are tuning out. |@COPYRIGHT=© 
2018 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved. 
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